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Beneath the Ice

There are still places on Earth that resist our attempts to see them clearly. The great glaciers are among
the last. From above, they appear almost motionless, vast fields of white broken only by ridgelines,
crevasses, and exposed rock. Beneath them, however, the landscape continues unseen: ancient river
channels, buried ridges, fractured bedrock, and geological formations sealed beneath hundreds or
thousands of feet of ice. Modern radar has made it possible to reconstruct some of that hidden world
without disturbing the surface. Nine months ago, an expedition led by Dr. Howard Stonecipher entered
Denali National Park to do exactly that, carrying experimental ground-penetrating radar and
interferometric mapping equipment into one of the most severe environments on the continent.

What Went Wrong

The expedition was supposed to last six weeks. Instead, it remained on the mountain for nine months,
and the distinction between scientific fieldwork and survival gradually disappeared. Temperatures fell
beyond the range the team had prepared for. Storms buried equipment, erased routes, and repeatedly
isolated the camps. Nuclear batteries became unreliable, fuel was difficult to handle, and clothing froze
stiff between surveys. Sleep became scarce. Minor injuries became serious because evacuation could take
days. The first death came when Daniel Voss disappeared while returning from an evening survey. His
tracks stopped in the snow, and his body was recovered two days later, partially buried beneath wind-
packed ice. The official cause was exposure. Another researcher was lost in a crevasse, while a third died
during a storm while attempting to repair a damaged power system. By the final months, approximately
half of the original expedition personnel were dead. Dr. Howard Stonecipher would not relent.

The surviving researchers continued working. Their radar had begun producing returns that did not fit
the geological models beneath the survey area, and at first the team assumed the instruments were
responsible. They recalibrated the equipment, changed frequencies, replaced antenna assemblies, and
processed the data through different reconstruction systems. The anomaly remained. It appeared
repeatedly across different instruments and survey positions, suggesting that the problem was not a
malfunction but something contained within the landscape itself. The returns appeared to describe an
irregular structure immediately adjacent to the bedrock, something that did not correspond neatly to a
geological layer, cavity, or known mineral formation. The researchers eventually gave it an informal
name—the “astral plane”—not because they had established anything supernatural, but because they
had run out of ordinary scientific language.

The anomaly, however, was no longer the greatest danger. By the seventh month, the remaining
personnel were exhausted and working in smaller groups because there were no longer enough people to
maintain the original rotation schedule. Every trip away from camp required calculations involving
weather, daylight, fuel, and power. Food was rationed. Communications became intermittent. Equipment
failed faster than it could be repaired. Several researchers began reporting an unsettling sense of
familiarity when examining sections of terrain they had never seen before, but the field logs themselves
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offer a simpler and more disturbing explanation: people who had spent months in darkness, cold,
isolation, and sleep deprivation were beginning to lose confidence in the boundary between observation
and perception.

When the expedition finally withdrew, it left equipment behind and carried the accumulated radar data
home. The official report described the results as “scientifically encouraging.” It offered no explanation
for the anomaly and made no claim that it represented extraterrestrial life, intelligence, or anything
beyond the limits of current understanding. The Church of Alienism makes no such claim either. What
matters is that the expedition entered the mountain looking for knowledge and discovered how quickly
knowledge can become secondary to survival. The people who died did not perish because of some
proven entity beneath the ice. They died because Denali is indifferent to human purpose, and because
curiosity can persuade people to remain in places where the human body was never meant to remain.

Was Anything Even Learned?

That may be the more important lesson. We are accustomed to imagining that the great mysteries of the
universe will announce themselves with extraordinary signs, but sometimes the unknown is simply the
place where our instruments stop making sense. Beneath Denali, there may be an unusual geological
formation. There may be an error in the data. There may be something else entirely. We do not know, and
the Church does not pretend otherwise. The mountain has already provided one answer that requires no
speculation: it killed half the people who went looking beneath its ice. Whatever waits below, if anything
does, can wait. For now, that is enough.

Closing Benediction

May you find fellowship in the darkness, clarity in the unknown, and courage enough to look beyond the
familiar without mistaking the unfamiliar for danger. May the Heavens remain vast, the questions remain
unanswered, and your eyes remain open to whatever is waiting beyond the edge of what we believe we
know.
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