INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS ANALYSIS
MT SAN ANTONIO, CA

DATE: June 29, 2026
TO: The Herald, Church of Alienism
FROM: Howard Stonecipher, Director

SUBJECT: Western Pacific Forbidden Island

PROSPECTIVE HERALD SUBMISSION
Western Pacific Field Note - The Custodial Leaf

Submitted for consideration by The Herald.
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has been deferred until later in the fall. Personnel assembled for that work were instead
redirected to the western Pacific after an unusual access opportunity developed around an

island normally closed to outside visitors.

The island is not named here. Regional conflict temporarily disrupted the controls that
usually prevent access, allowing a small Institute party to conduct limited environmental
sampling without altering the site. The team collected surface water from several enclosed
pools and documented local reptile behavior.

The water samples contain a distinctive 1lipid fraction not matched in the team's regional
controls. The finding is preliminary, but the material is unusually resistant to the ordinary
signs of oxidative decay expected in warm surface pools.

Several reptiles on the island also displayed behavior more commonly associated with mammals:
prolonged attendance arocund juveniles, repeated physical gathering of young, communal resting
with sustained body contact, and apparent return to the same social group after foraging. None
of these behaviors is individually impossible in reptiles. Their combination was sufficiently
consistent to attract attention.

The most troubling event involved a crew member who accidentally consumed a wild plant. He
developed an acute psychotic episode and could not be stabilized. Before his death he
repeatedly referred to 'oil without decay,' animals 'remembering the warm blood,' and a book
located 'where the island could read it without opening it.'

The documentation group subsequently identified a possible parallel in the Fragmented Tome: a
concept translated provisicnally as the Custodial Leaf, describing sacred text left within a
Nodal envirconment until recovery becomes necessary. The text associates three signs with such
a condition: unusual oils on enclosed water, the 'cold-born behaving as warm-born,' and
involuntary testimony after an observer crosses a perceptual threshold.

No book, tablet, archive, or other text was found. More importantly, the Institute did not
search for one by excavation. The observations may be unrelated and the deceased crew member
was acutely impaired. The resemblance is nevertheless close enough that we recommend a Church
review before the area becomes inaccessible again.

The island may contain nothing more than unusual ecology interpreted through an unfortunate
coincidence of language. It may also be one of those places where several independent
observations become interesting only after they are placed beside one another.

Respectfully,

Howard Stonecipher

Director

Institute for Environmental Systems Analysis




